Workshop on the assessment of climate variability impacts on coastal communities of East Africa using ocean models
Date: Week beginning 29th June
Venue: University of Cape Town, South Africa

Contact: juliet@saeon.ac.za

Main objectives:

Implement a high resolution coastal model for application towards climate variability and change impacts along the east coast of southern Africa

Improve ocean modeling capacity in southern Africa and increase oceanography collaboration, technology transfer and data between ASCLME countries

Attendees are requested to bring, where possible, local data to help validate their model and to give an example of local oceanographic and meteorological conditions

Lectures will include:

· Large scale variability in the Indian Ocean and discussions of local conditions
· Introduction to ocean modeling

· Online models and databases

· Introduction to Matlab

· Download and installation of the Regional Ocean Model, ROMS

· Test cases, including model validation against in situ data

· Discussions on the way forward and potential collaborations, study and funding opportunities
· Follow up support and visit within 6 months to a year of the workshop

The workshop will be for approx 10 East African students (other local students will be able to attend but costs will not be covered). Accommodation for 4 nights will be covered and a basic per diem will be given to cover food for 5 days.

It is anticipated that students will bring their own computers, or else will have to share. Computers should have linux (eg ubuntu) either as the only operating system or as a dual partition. Two laptops are available for students from East Africa, for which motivation must be provided from the country attendee in order to receive one. ROMS will be installed on these for use in the successful applicant’s country. 
Preferred experience for candidates:

Although the course will be structured around the qualifications of the candidates, it is preferable that they have a minimum of an MSc in marine science, preferably physical oceanography; good computing skills and some programming knowledge. The course will be given in English.
